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INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES AND
DEVELODPMENT ARFAS



Welcome to Guatemalal

Welcome to Guatemala! A country with a new vision for the future...Thanks to its
privileged and strategic geographic location, with access to the Pacific and Atlantic
Oceans, Guatemala is an attractive destination for investment. Guatemala has transformed
into a competitive platform for the global business market, due among others, to the
recent Trade Agreements signed with various countries around the globe and to a
favorable macro-economic environment driven through the complementary work
performed by the Guatemalan Government and private sector.

In recent years, Guatemala has improved economically becoming one of the main
emerging markets of Latin America and turning into Central America's largest economy,
representing 35% of the Region's Gross Domestic Product.

Guatemala is characterized by modern infrastructure, up to date telecommunication,
skilled labor and technology, that enables businesses to respond to global demand.
Because of its natural resources, Guatemala offers investment opportunities in different
economic sectors and particularly in the tourism sector.



After remittances, tourism is the second income and contributor to Guatemala's economy.
In 2007, the tourism sector's total receipts were US $ 1,199.3 million dollars, which show
a substantial growth of 18.4% as compared to the previous year.

Since 2003, the number of incoming tourists has maintained a positive rate increasing
at an average annual growth rate of 17% and achievinga growth of 85% in the number
of visitors in only four years. In 2007, tourist arrivals equal to 1.6 million.

Considering tourism demand, the existing lodging capacity -20,840 rooms-, and the
diversity of tourism products and destinations that Guatemala offers; which extend the
visitors' stay to an average of 7 days, It is clear that there is a great opportunity to invest
in tourism development!

Guatemala: Essence of opportunity!



www.investinguatemala.org

Invest In Guatemala is the National Foreign Investment Promotion Agency, in charge of
promoting Guatemala's competitive advantages and the economic sectors with the
greatest potential for economic development of the country.

The agency offers personalized advisory services to foreign investors who are seeking
for new business opportunities, and contributes with Guatemala's economic development
through the establishment of companies and the creation of employment.
Invest in Guatemala offers assistance to all investors in the following areas:
o Providing updated information about Guatemala's economy, legislation, incentives
and information about the sector of interest
o Providing contacts, providers and references
o Personalized visits
o Organizing itineraries for the investor's visits to the country
o Supporting investment evaluation prior and after the establishment of operations
in the country.

Invest in Guatemala: We make it happen!



Guatemala's strategic location....

...is the world's door to the Caribbean, North and South America



GENERAL INFORMATION

OFFICIAL NAME:
Republic of Guatemala

CAPITAL:
Guatemala

AREA:
108,889 km2

POPULATION:
13,344,770(projected 2007)

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE:
Spanish

CURRENCY:
Quetzal

EXCHANGE RATE:
US$ 1.00 = Q 7.70 (February 2008)

Source: BANGUAT






